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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1vaCx3wz8pxwoyUT2yYPFQ1YJjCe2GISC/view
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London Local Nature
Recovery Strategy

Statement of Biodiversity Priorities

MAYOR OF LONDON

Foreword

A healthy natural environment
underpins everything we do.
Without it, we wouldn't have clean
alr to breathe, healthy food to eat
or green spaces to enjoy. Nature
Is essential for our health and
welibeing and provides a vital
home for local wildiife. It also
bullds our resilience to the climate
crinis by cooling our cities and
reducing the risk of flooding.

Yot dospite its iImmense value,
nature is In decline globally, and
the UK is one of the most natu
depleted countr in the world,

London 15 one of the world's greenest
cities - green and blue spaces make up

52 p nt of city's surface area
From ancient woodlands to chalk streams,
to intarnationally important sites for stag
beetles and wetland birds, our city boasts
an incredible plethora of nature. And our
parks, rivers and woodlands enrich the
daily lives of Londoners. They're where we
rolax, exercise, play and enjoy the capital's
amazing natural heritage and culture. But
we know that not all Londonars benefit
oqually « with people from ethnic minoeity
backgrounds, as well as those affected

by paverty and deprivation, less likely to
have access to sufficiont groen space.

Since 2016, I've worked hard to make

L n greenar and fairee by anhancing
and protecting nature for the benefit of
both Londaners and the enviconment
Wa've created the workd's largest clean
air zone and invested more than £30m n
nature and graening. We've reintroduced
beavers to Enfleld and Ealing and &

the warkd's first National Pack City, W
planted mare than 600,000 trees. star

a rowllding revolution, invested milkons in
green joba, and transformed our capitat
nto a global centre for green finance.

e proud that In Longon, we're leading the

way. But | want 1o do more, which is why

Fen making sure our first ever Local Nature

Recovery Strategy (LNRS) will support our
Juable work across London.



Guidance

Beavers: releasing native beavers into
secure enclosures

How to apply for a licence to release Eurasian beavers into
secure enclosures in England.

From: Natural England
Published 18 August 2025

1. There must be likely exceptional environmental benefits that cannot be
reasonably achieved by other means, including by a wild release of
beavers. An example of this could be the restoration of a protected site in
unfavourable condition. There must be strong evidence of the purpose -
the need for the project, the ability of beavers to meet that need, and why
there are no satisfactory alternatives. 4. You must carry out meaningful engagement with local communities,

2. The design and construction of the enclosure must ensure that the including land and riparian managers, and achieve widespread support.

likelihood of escapes is low. The whole enclosure must be securely fenced.
You cannot normally use enclosures made from a combination of fencing
and naturaltopography. These are not secure and will not prevent beavers
from escaping into the wild.




CROYDON

www.croydon.gov.uk

How do you feel about the idea of beavers at South Norwood

Country Park?
817 Answers
Very Supportive
90%
T37
13 Somewhat Oppose
14 Sfrongly Opposed
S
53 £
Somewhat Supportiv
Very Supportive Somewhat Supportive Strongly Opposed

Somewhat Opposed
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1cAtPuRl0WsECtAHQBK_wKaHtjvb7XIbv/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/16rXGJWf_F1F788qPphDz30ppDUDB5fu8/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1S1Y-sknVBJ3g9-hB-10esjnPfGwrUJ5t/view

“If someone had told me when I first moved here that one day I'd be
watching wild beavers in London, I'd have thought they were mad. But there
they are, right behind me. Happily going about their own business”







