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Looking back on 2023

As 2023 comes to an end, we are pleased to present a brief end-of-year
report. You will read about some significant beaver releases, our
inspiring public communications and the progress we're making in
influencing government policy in England, Scotland and Wales.

As we have seen recently with the floods throughout Britain, the impact
of climate change is becoming increasingly apparent. Beavers are not a silver
bullet but they offer a natural solution and are becoming widely recognised as
important for climate adaptation.

Our work would not be possible without our valued supporters and we thank you
sincerely for your support this year.

Communicate and Educate - we
the restoration of mobilise widespread public
beavers throughout understanding to inform and
Britain encourage acceptance of the
changes beavers bring and prepare
people to co-exist with them

Restore - we facilitate

New Faces

In April, Alana Skilbeck and Emily Bowen
joined the Restoration and Communication
teams respectively. Both have brought much
needed extra capacity as we expand our work
to bring beavers back to Britain.

A group of new volunteers have been
recruited to look after the beavers while they
undergo quarantine at Five Sisters Zoo.

We also welcomed three new ambassadors:
Sean McCormack, Polly Pullar and Maddie
Moate.

Influence - we work with
governmental bodies and
stakeholders to develop national
strategies and policies that enable
the restoration and normalisation
of beavers and wetlands

Alana Skilbeck
Restoration Project Officer

Emily Bowen
Communications Officer
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Restore

By the end of 2023, we will have released beavers at 1 8 sites.

In Scotland, encouraged by the Scottish Beaver Strategy published in 2022, more organisations
are being proactive in finding opportunities for wild beaver releases. We are pleased to see this
increased interest but are calling for more.

In England, releases are still into enclosures but we are working hard to try to secure a change in
government policy (see page 3)

In January, Loch Lomond became home to a
family of two adults and four kits translocated
from Tayside
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In October, we supported Ealing Wildlife Group to bring
beavers back to one of the most urban sites in London.
This is a community-led project and the enclosure has
been accessible to the public since November.

Click here to watch the story of the family of beavers released at the National Traust’'s Wallington
Estate in Northumberland

The Restoration team has undertaken several population and health screening surveys of wild beaver
populations in England, under contract from Natural England. Surveys on the Taw, and Exe, and in
Kent have collected data about the spread of the population and the health of the animals.

For NatureScot we conducted research about woodland plantation creation and design in the
presence of beavers. This will be published in 2024.

Beaver Trust is grounded in the crucial importance of | 104112023 19:17:20 FRI
high standards of animal welfare. This year, we have ' "
purchased specialist remote monitoring equipment.

When a trap closes with a beaver inside, a ‘tag’ sends a

message to the Restoration team who then prioritise that
trap for checking. Cameras on the traps and new CCTV at
Five Sisters Zoo allow the team to monitor beavers
remotely.

Beaver Trust is a charity registered in England
www.beavertrust.org & Wales (Charity number 1185451) @beavertrust


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSxwX694V2w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSxwX694V2w

www.beavertrust.org

Communicate & Educate

Series 4 of The Lodge Cast took an in-depth
look at beavers and farming. Series 5 explored
beaver management. With guest speakers
such as Lee Schofield, author of Wild Fell, and
Delphine Pouget, Principal Adviser at Natural
England, we produced these series as a deep
dive into these pivotal topics.

"It makes me never want to go inside
again!”

Annabel Lever of National Geographic
Kids, standing atop the beaver dam at
Mill Dam.

We supported Cairngorms National Park Authority
(CNPA) with ‘Beaver Blethers' sessions as part of
their wild release community engagement
programme.

The newly approved Cairngorms Beaver Project is
an exciting opportunity to bring beavers to a new
river catchment in Scotland. CNPA sought our
expertise first for the feasibility study that
influenced the decision to go ahead, and then to
help inform communities.

invitation to a screening.

“A favourite podcast! Fascinating,
entertaining, informative, inspiring, and
beautifully presented. The Lodge Cast

makes me wish that | had land and a river
to offer for beaver restoration. Thank
you.”

In September, Beaver Trust and The European
Nature Trust hosted a diverse group of
journalists and influencers as they toured
beaver sites in Scotland. This was a strategic
opportunity to guide reintroduction
journalism and drive well-informed
communications on the latest science and
best practice.

Filming has begun for Balancing the Scales, Beaver Trust's third documentary.
Through interviews with leading experts, viewers will discover how beavers
impact a range of fish species and benefit the wider freshwater ecosystem.

By addressing the complexities of this often controversial topic, the film aims
to break down entrenched polarising opinions, give a balanced view on the

science and foster collaborative action.

Balancing the Scales is scheduled for release mid-2024 - look out for an

Seven blog posts written by Beaver Trust staff and ambassadors have given an insight into everything
from neutrient neutrality to beavers' impact on Garganey ducks!

Click here to read more
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Influence

For long-term success, beaver restoration needs clear and consistent government policy across
England, Scotland and Wales. Last year saw big successes with beavers getting European
Protected Status in England and the publication of the Scottish Beaver Strategy. This year, we
have been building on those successes.

Scotland

e We are a member of the Scottish National Beaver Advisory Group (SBAG). This year, Dr
Roisin Campbell-Palmer, Beaver Trust's Head of Restoration, became chair of the beaver
mitigation and management sub-group.

¢ Within SBAG, we have been asked to join the fishery and communications sub-groups so we
will be able to have particular influence in these areas.

* We joined the Scottish Rewilding Alliance, a collaboration between like-minded
organisations who share a mission to enable rewilding at a scale new to Scotland.

England
* Data from the beaver surveys conducted by the
Restoration Team helps us to continue making
the case for wild releases of beavers in England.

Wales e At the Species Champion Event at the House of

* We are building relationships Lords in February, Sandra King met beaver
with Natural Resources Wales, species champion Roger Gale, who has since
Welsh landowners and other been applying pressure on the Minister.
stakeholders * We joined the Wildlife Countryside Link - a

* We are supporting Wildlife unique coalition of 80 voluntary organisations
Trust Wales in further beaver concerned with the conservation and protection
release applications. of wildlife

* We worked with Natalie Bennet to submit
questions to the House of Lords.

One of the year's highlights was Beaver Trust's first Beaver Conference. In partnership with the
University of Exeter and Devon Wildlife Trust, this three-day event brought together over 200
delegates to inspire and inform best practice in beaver restoration at this critical time.

We heard from academics, management practitioners and
landowners. Representatives from Natural England, NatureScot
and Natural Resources Wales presented and answered questions
and Lorna Slater MSP gave an inspiring keynote speech. We also
made space for an alternative view - with a presentation from a
farmer who is more sceptical about beaver restoration.

On the third day, trips to local beaver sites showed people the
impact of beavers in person. Click the image to read our
conference summary.
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Finances, Fundraising & Future Plans

Generous philanthropic donations and grants from trusts and foundations have formed the
majority of our income this year and we are very grateful for your support. As ever,
unrestricted funding has given us the flexibility we need to make things happen in a rapidly
changing landscape, while project funding has been essential to bringing specific projects to
fruition.

It was wonderful to meet some of you this summer at Ewhurst Park, where Mandy Lieu
generously hosted our first ever thank you event for our supporters. We hope to make it an
annual event and would welcome your suggestions. What would make an inspiring occasion
for you? What would you like to see, hear or learn about our work?

Through the Big Give
Christmas appeal, we
raised £15,000

We raised £40,000

Five supporters took
part in the Big Green
Hike, raising over £1,000

through the Green
Match Fund appeal

There is a lot more work to be done in beaver Please stay in touch

www.beave rtrust.org

restoration; we will continue to grow, seize
opportunities and push for the change we know is
needed.

By popular demand from schools, beaver sites and
local communities, we will be recruiting an Education
Officer to expand our education work with schools.
We are really pleased to have secured a three-year
grant from the National Lottery Heritage Fund for this
project.

We are also looking forward to more wild releases in
Scotland and engagement with fishing and fishery
groups through the Balancing The Scales
documentary.

Thank you for your commitment to the restoration of
beavers and all that comes with them: healthier rivers,
more biodiversity and regenerated landscapes. We
hope you will continue to be part of this essential
work in 2024,
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